THE IMPORTANCE OF FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE
· I will start first by looking at the life of King Solomon:

(A man who was mightily blessed of the Lord with great wisdom and wealth and who had two visitations from the Lord in dreams)
· In the book of 2 Chronicles we read:
“So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.” (2 Chronicles 9:22)

“Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen whom he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king of Jerusalem.” (2 Chronicles 9:25)

“The King made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland.”          (2 Chronicles 9:27)

“The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold” (2 Chronicles 9:13) (About 25 tons of Gold or over 700 Million Dollars worth of Gold per year based on the current value of gold) 
AND THEN IN 1 KINGS WE READ:

“And he had seven hundred wives, princes, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David.” (1 Kings 11:3-4)
· Then in the book of Ecclesiastes we read: “The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.” (Ecclesiastes 1:1)
“I communed with my heart, saying, “Look, I have attained greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood great wisdom and knowledge.” And I set my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly. I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind.” (Ecclesiastes 1:16-17)
“Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, For my heart rejoiced in all my labour; And this was my reward from all my labour. Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done and on the labour in which I had toiled; and indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 2:10-11)
“Therefore I hated life because the work that was done under the sun was distressing to me, for all is vanity and grasping for the wind. Then I hated all my labour in which I had toiled under the sun, because I must leave it to the man who will come after me.” (Ecclesiastes 2:17-18) 

“Again, I saw that for all toil and every skillful work a man is envied by his neighbour. This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.” (Ecclesiastes 4:4)
In Ecclesiastes 2:20 we see the despair of the Preacher (King Solomon) “Therefore I turned my heart and despaired of all the labour in which I had toiled under the sun.” 
· NEAR THE END OF HIS LIFE KING SOLOMON CAME BACK TO THE LORD AND WROTE:
“Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth; Walk in the ways of your heart, and in the sight of your eyes; But know that for all these God will bring you into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, and put away evil from your flesh, for childhood and youth are vanity. Remember now your creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure in them.” (Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:1)

LIKE KING SOLOMON MANY PEOPLE HAVE LIVED IN THIS WORLD AND IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD SUCCEEDED FOR A WHILE BUT WITHOUT THE LORD HAVE HAD TRAGIC ENDINGS TO THEIR LIFE
In the book of Proverbs we read:

“There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12)
YET JESUS SAID IN HIS TIME HERE ON EARTH:

“… I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
· IN MY OWN LIFE I LIVED FOR 29 YEARS TRYING TO FIND PURPOSE IN THIS LIFE APART FROM GOD
· NOTHING IN THIS LIFE COULD EVER FULLY SATISFY ME

· IN THE MIDST OF THE BUSYNESS OF LIFE WHENEVER I HAD A FEW MOMENTS TO REFLECT ON LIFE, I BECAME MORE AND MORE AWARE OF THE MEANINGLESSNESS OF LIFE APART FROM GOD

· THERE WAS AN EMPTY VOID IN MY LIFE THAT NOTHING COULD EVER FILL

· WE WERE ALL MADE TO HAVE A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
· IT IS ONLY IN FOLLOWING HIS PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR OUR LIFE THAT WE WILL EVER FIND TRUE MEANING AND PURPOSE IN OUR LIFE.
· YOU MAY HAVE SO FAR SPENT ALL OF YOUR LIFE DOING YOUR OWN THING, NOT KNOWING ABOUT GOD’S LOVE FOR YOU AND MAY BE THINKING THAT IT IS TOO LATE NOW TO MAKE YOUR LIFE COUNT FOR ETERNITY.  
· I WANT TO ENCOURAGE YOU THAT IF TODAY YOU CHOOSE TO LIVE FOR JESUS CHRIST, YOU TOO WILL BE REWARDED IN A SIMILAR MANNER AS THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED FOR THE LORD ALL OF THEIR LIFE.

· In Chapter 20 of the gospel of Matthew, Jesus shared in verses 1 to 16 in the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard, how those who were hired near the end of the day, who had not previously been given an opportunity to work, received the same wages as those who had labored all day. In reading this parable we can be encouraged that though we may not have known about the Lord for many years, the moment we come to Him, if we faithfully follow His plan for our life we will also be richly rewarded in heaven for our service to the Lord. TODAY IS THE FIRST DAY OF THE REST OF YOUR LIFE.  

· I WILL NOW SHARE A FEW THOUGHTS IN RELATION TO THE IMPORTANCE OF FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

1) IRRESPECTIVE OF OUR PAST GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR OUR FUTURE (God wants every single person to live a life which is full of purpose and meaning)
· When we come to Christ we have a new start to life
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”                   (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

· God absolutely forgives and forgets our past sins

In the book of Isaiah we read,

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.” (Isaiah 43:25)

· God is also able to restore our lives, no matter how much in tatters our life may be when we come to Christ

King David wrote, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”  (Psalm 103:2-5)
· It is never a question about God’s ability to restore our life, it is simply a question of will we allow Jesus to be Lord of our life so that He can go ahead and begin to restore our life
· When we come to Christ we begin to enter into God’s unique plan and purpose for our life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· We must simply choose to allow the Lord to direct our steps in life on an ongoing basis and His plan for our life will unfold one step at a time
2) THE DEVIL WILL DO EVERYTHING THAT HE CAN TO TRY AND STOP YOU FROM FULFILLING GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE

· He will try and discourage you

· He will try and make you feel unworthy (that you are not up to the tasks that God gives you)

· He will try and get you to keep looking back at your past failures

· He will condemn you (often through other people)

· He will try and distract you and take you away from God’s best for your life

· He will even try and get you to give up on your Christian walk

· He will do everything that he can to try and rob you of your God given destiny

· The Bible makes it clear that as Christians we must learn to become over comers
· The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

3) THAT IF WE CONTINUE TO PERSEVERE IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD WE WILL FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY

· As Christians we must simply be persistent in following God’s plan for our life

· Often the toughest times that we experience in life are on the point of a breakthrough in our life or circumstances

· For Christians the trials that we go through in life only help us to grow in Christ-like character

· We must simply learn to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus at all times. When Jesus called out to Peter for him to walk to Him on the water (Matthew 14:28-29), whilst Peter was looking at Jesus he was able to walk on the water. The moment Peter took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the storms (boisterous winds) around him he began to sink. (Matthew 14:30) So too if we begin to focus on the storms (adverse circumstances) in our life we too can begin to sink and get discouraged if we take our eyes of Jesus.
· If we continue to persevere in our Christian walk our lives will bear much fruit
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9) and
TO THE CHURCH IN PHILIPPI
“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  (Philippians 1:6)
4) WE HAVE ONLY ONE GIFT OF LIFE TO STORE UP TREASURES FOR ETERNITY

· We all have one gift of life to store up treasures for eternity
· Having wealth in the bank does not earn us interest in heaven
· It is only what we do for the cause of Christ out of a love for others that will earn eternal rewards
· The spirit of the world will continually try and cause you to live for yourself and to focus on the temporal things of this world
· In this life we must make a continual choice to lay down our life for the cause of Christ. Jesus Himself said,

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:24-26)
· Jesus taught us to focus on the eternal things in life, true riches, which will never fade away
· We all have unique gifts and talents which we can use to store up treasures for eternity
· Jesus Himself said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
5) TRUE JOY AND MEANING IN LIFE ONLY COMES WHEN WE USE OUR GIFTS AND TALENTS FOR THE LORD

-     The further King Solomon’s heart went away from the Lord and the more he got caught up in storing up treasures in this life, the more disillusioned he became in life
· True happiness and joy can only ever come from finding and following God’s plan for our life 
· Jesus shared a parable about how three servants were given a different number of talents by their master to use and invest whilst he was away. 
· One servant received five talents, one two talents and the other one talent. 
· For the two servants who invested their talents they were given greater responsibilities and entered into the joy of their lord. 
· In telling this parable Jesus went on to say, 
“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.”

“He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” (Matthew 25:20-23)
TRUE JOY COMES FROM USING OUR GIFTS FOR THE LORD AND FROM FOLLOWING HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE AS WE WALK IN A CLOSE AND INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM
6) GOD BLESSES THOSE WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN HIM AND WHOLEHEARTEDLY PURSUE HIS PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE

· God promises to  bless those who put their trust in Him
In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”        (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
· Trust and obedience go hand in hand. If we love and trust the Lord we will naturally want to obey Him and allow Him to guide and direct our steps in life

· Obedience and God’s blessings also go hand in hand. When we seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness we can be assured that all that we need for life will be added to us. Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”    (Matthew 6:31-33) 
AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST ALSO BE FAITHFULLY AWAITING THE RETURN OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST – THAT WE ARE READY FOR HIS RETURN

Jesus also said, 
“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods.” (Matthew 24:45-47)
7) GOD WILL EMPOWER US TO DO ALL THAT HE CALLS US TO DO IN LIFE (His strength is made perfect in our weakness)
· When we follow God’s plan for our life we are not restricted by our own limited abilities
· Many people fail to step out into new things for fear of failure
· Many people at the end of their life, when asked if they could have their life over again what would they do differently?, reply by saying, that they would have taken more risks in their life. 
· Fear stops many people from stepping out to do new things in life.
· For Christians, risk can be equated to stepping out by faith. However as we learn to step out by faith as a Christians, we see the miracles in our life. In the book of Hebrews we read,
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6) and

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

· Fear stops many people from stepping out to do new things in life. 
· When we let go of control in our life and let God take over, we begin to see the miracles in our life.
· God’s plan for our life is far bigger that we could ever imagine and He will empower us to fulfill all that He calls us to do in life. The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Ephesians 
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”      (Ephesians 3:20)
AS CHRISTIANS WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT GOD PROMISES TO BE WITH US EACH AND EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 
AS WE STEP OUT TO DO TASKS THAT SEEM FAR TO GREAT FOR US, WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT HE WILL BE WITH US AT ALL TIMES. JESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES,  
“and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (Matthew 28:20)

8) THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIFE (ALLOWING HIS PLAN FOR OUR LIFE TO UNFOLD)

· Given the world that we now live in and the fact that our life here on earth is so fleeting how important it is that we know the will of God for our life for the future.
· If we do not actively seek God to find out His will for our life, it is easy to just drift along in life being influenced by those people around us and the circumstances that surround us in life.  

· The pull of the world is very strong and we must continually commit our plans to the Lord to ensure that we stay on track with what God has planned for our life.

· The Apostle Paul wrote,
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
IN THE BOOK OF PROVERBS WE SEE THE KEY TO FINDING AND FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE - Having a childlike trust and dependence on God
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
I WILL NOW FINISH BY SHARING ABOUT A MAN WHO DEVOTED HIS LIFE TO SERVING THE LORD

JOHN HARPER (A true hero of the faith)  
· John Harper was born to a pair of solid Christian parents on May the 29th, 1872

· On the last Sunday of March 1886, when 13 years old, John Harper received Jesus as the Lord of his life

· Four years later at the age of 17, John Harper began preaching in the streets of his village pouring out his soul to see lost people come to Christ

· As John Harper’s life unfolded he was consumed by a passion to read and to preach the Word of God

· After five or six years of toiling on street corners preaching the gospel and working in a mill during the day, John Harper started his own church in September of 1896.

· This church started with just 25 members and over the next 13 years grew to 500 members

· During this time John Harper got married but shortly after was widowed.  However during this brief marriage God blessed him with a beautiful little girl named Nana.

· Ironically, John Harper almost drowned on three occasions

· When two and a half years of age, he almost drowned when he fell into a well but his mother resuscitated him

· At the age of 26 he was swept out to sea by a reverse current and barely survived

· And if this was not enough, at the age of 32 he faced death on a leaking ship in the Mediterranean.

·  It was like God was preparing him for what would come next

· On the 14th of April 1912 the RMS Titanic was sailing swiftly on the bitterly cold ocean waters

· On board this ship were many rich people

· At 11.40 pm on that fateful night, an iceberg scraped the ships starboard side and ripping open six watertight air compartments

· The sea poured in.

· On board the ship that night was John Harper and his much beloved six year old daughter Nana.

· According to documented reports as soon as it became apparent the boat was about to sink, he immediately took his daughter to a lifeboat 

· It is reasonable to assume that this widowed preacher could also have easily got on board this lifeboat and been saved

· However this thought never crossed John Harper’s mind

· He bent down and kissed his precious little girl; looking into her eyes he told her that she would see him again someday.

· The flares going off in the dark sky reflected the tears on his face as he turned and headed towards the crowd of desperate humanity on the sinking ocean liner

· As the rear of the huge ship began to lurch upwards, John Harper made his way up the deck yelling, “Women, children and unsaved into the life boats.”

· As the ship began to break in half many people dived into the icy waters. 1528 people went into the frigid waters.

· John Harper was seen swimming frantically to people in the water leading them to Christ before hypothermia became fatal

· John Harper swam up to one young man who had climbed up on a piece of debris

· John Harper between breaths said “Are you saved?” This young man replied no.

· Harper then tried to lead him to Christ only to have the young man who was in shock, reply no.

· John Harper then took off his own life jacket and threw it to the young man

· A few minutes later John Harper swam back to this young man and led him to Christ

· Of the 1528 people who went into the icy waters that night only six survived.  One of them was this young man

· Four years later, at a survivors meeting, this young man stood up in tears and recounted how John Harper had led him to Christ

· Mr Harper had tried to swim back to help others, yet because of the cold had become too weak to swim.

· HIS LAST WORDS BEFORE GOING UNDER IN THE FRIGID WATERS WERE, 
“Believe on the Name of the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”
· Today you may be lost and heading down the wrong path in life

· Today Jesus is reaching out to you with His arms of love

· Today if you have never yet received Jesus into your heart and life He is knocking at the door of your heart.

· He wants you to become a part of God’s eternal family. In the gospel of John we read, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.        (John 1:12-13)
· God wants to see you living a life which is full of fulfillment and purpose because He loves you.

No matter how many failures you have had in the past today is the first day of the rest of your life

· Jesus Christ loves you with a passion and wants to see you being blessed in every area of your life, and

· That you would never again feel totally alone and rejected in your life, but that you would know His great love for you. 

· Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-9)
· Jesus Christ bled and died on the cross to pay in full the penalty for our sins

· He was buried but on the third day He arose triumphantly from the dead and He is alive for evermore. Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.” (Revelations 1:17-18)
· Today He is wanting to come into your life

· He loves you and has a good plan for your life

Maybe today you have known the Lord for many years but you have never fully surrendered your plans to Him. 

Today you can recommit you life to Him knowing that “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6)

Maybe today you once knew Jesus intimately but you have grown cold in your faith. Today Jesus is reaching out to you
Today Jesus is standing at the door of your heart knocking

Today will you open up your heart and life to Him?
“Father God today I confess that I have lived for myself and sinned against You.  Today I choose to turn from my sins and to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ bled and died on the cross to pay the penalty for all of my sins and that He arose from the dead three days later. Today I repent of my sins and I invite You Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. I choose to surrender my life to You and to allow You to guide and direct my steps from this day on. Amen  

